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1. Background to the Project 

 

Burtonport Harbour is a working fishing port on the west Donegal coast. It services 

approximately 20 to 25 commercial fishing and shell fish boats who in turn service the local 

factories. There are two ferry companies operating from the main slipway year round, and 

numerous tour operators offering trips departing and returning to the harbour. The 

harbour is heavily used by non-commercial boats, mainly islanders travelling to and from 

the mainland, and pleasure boat users predominately in the summer months.  

 

Due to the success of the Wild Atlantic Way introducing visitors to the area and adding to 

the influx of Gaeltacht students in the summer months, the harbour which is already 

restricted for space, becomes very congested. This congestion leads to hazardous 

conditions for all harbour users particularly the fishermen and boat users. 

 

 

Figure 1: Burtonport Harbour Location 



Burtonport Harbour Redevelopment Scheme - Phase 1                             Part 8 Report 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 3 

2. Public consultation for the Redevelopment   

 

A non-statutory public consultation event was held in Burtonport on 11/10/18, it was well 

attended and the majority of attendees were engaged with the project concept and were 

unanimously in favour of development for the area.  

There were robust discussions and opinions shared by the attendees with a general 

consensus on the main issues to be overcome, with many solutions being proposed.  

One of the main issues raised, which was not part of the plan originally, was the 

requirement for additional safe berthing facilities for the non commercial boats. The 

islanders and pleasure boats were at risk of being damaged when tied up at the existing 

quay and pier. Space is limited and the commercial fishing boats need to be against the 

quay and pier to offload, the smaller boats need to vacate the area. The inclusion of a 

pontoon as a response to this requirement is being considered as a potential but separate 

project for further consideration. 

 

2.1. Consultation submissions  

The submissions received covered a wide range of issues, the most prevalent issues and 

observations raised in the submissions were: 

 Safe berthing and provision for non commercial vessels 

 Additional parking spaces for short stay, long stay, and RV vehicles 

 Some localised flooding during high spring tides 

 Public area facilities e.g. shared space, pedestrian crossings, toilet and shower 

facilities 

 A new crane for the pier 

 Storage for the fishing industry for catch and bait 

 Rental spaces or a hub for small businesses. 

 

Considering these main observations, amendments have been incorporated into the final 

proposal to address as many of the needs as possible in this phase of the development.  

Phase 1 of this revised proposal is now the subject of this planning process. 
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3. Scope of proposed works covered under this Part 8 Application  

 

The redevelopment of the site as proposed in the adjoining drawings seeks to address the 

congestion problem and provide a safe harbour for all users and visitors by providing 

suitable road infrastructure, additional parking and improved pedestrian facilities. Donegal 

County Council proposes to undertake the following works: 

 Demolition of the existing unused buildings to facilitate the realignment of the road 

and the provision of additional parking spaces (outlined in red on the drawings P1607-

002). 

 Minor horizontal and vertical realignment of approx 180m of the local road in the 

vicinity of the Harbour (described in drawing P1607-004). The works are 

predominantly within the existing road footprint with the exception of 60m of 

localised realignment of the corner in the immediate location of the disused building 

noted as number ‘DB1’. 

 New road markings to improve traffic flow around the harbour including additional 

parking bays and ferry vehicle stacking area at main slip way area (drawing P1607 – 

006 and 007). 

 Additional car, bus and RV parking facilities (drawing P1607 – 005,006 and 007). 

 Landscaping, hard stands, green areas/planters, footpaths and street furniture 

(drawing P1607 – 006 and 007). 

 Associated works to facilitate the safe development of the harbour area. 

 Any existing services will be relocated as required to facilitate the works. 

 

The vertical realignment from ch110 to ch210 (drawing P1607-004) will help reduce the 

localised flooding issues during spring high tide. The vertical change will not exceed 300mm 

at the maximum depth. 

 

Associated works include improvements to signage and drainage, alterations to existing 

services where required, public lighting and provision of new road markings.   
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Additional parking will be provided at the pier edge (drawing P1607-006), in the existing 

storage/lay down area (North car park shown in drawing P1607-005) and the new car park 

located on the footprint of the existing buildings (drawing P1607-002 DB4 and P1607-007). 

The parking will be segregated as much as possible between: 

 Day Visitors 

 Business and customer parking 

 Long term parking for islanders 

 RV parking 

 Fishermen parking. 

 

The requirement for a shared public area has been accommodated by providing the means 

to block off the raised paved area designated for bus and taxi drop off. Removable bollards 

can restrict vehicular activity allowing an additional safe area of approximately 700m2 for 

public activities.  

 

Note : Additional Phases of the Redevelopment Project will be progressed under separate 

planning processes.  Phase 2 of the redevelopment will comprise of the construction of a 

harbour building (containing Donegal County Council office accommodation, meeting room, 

public facilities, ferry offices, waiting area and tourist desk facility) and a retail unit building 

(containing a number of small mixed use retail units).  A Phase 3 of the project is also under 

consideration with regard to improved services for smaller boat berthing and/or improved 

access to the shore/harbour. 

 

3.1 Extent of the works 

Burtonport is located on the R260 in the Glenties municipal district. The site location is 

referred to in appendix B drawing number P1607-001. The site extents are shown on 

drawing number P1607-008. The main section of the works extend from the eastern 

entrance of the existing car park close to O’Donnell’s Bar, to the back of the small yard 

beside the shell fish factory at the southern end of the site. A second section to be 
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developed into a carpark to the north east of the harbour is also included in the works 

shown on drawing P1607-008).  

 

4. Considerations / Consultations 

 

The proposed works have been designed in accordance with relevant design criteria 

applicable to the intended scheme. Consultations have taken place with the planning office 

of Donegal County Council regarding the proposed development. 

 

4.1 Environmental impact 

Environmental Impact Assessment 

Donegal County Council in accordance with Article 120(1)(b)(i) of the Planning and 

Development Regulations 2001 (as amended) has concluded, based on a preliminary 

examination of the nature, size and location of the development, that an Environmental 

Impact Assessment (EIA) is not required. 

 

Appropriate Assessment 

Donegal County Council has carried out a screening for Appropriate Assessment for the 

proposed development in accordance with Article 250(1) of the Planning and Development 

Regulations and has determined that Appropriate Assessment it is not necessary. Due to 

the separation and nature of the works it is considered unlikely that the proposed works 

will have a significant effect on the Rutland Island and sound SAC. 

 

Waste generated from the demolition of the existing building will be disposed of at an 

authorised waste disposal facility. 

 

4.2 Public notice and newspaper publication. 

A notice pursuant to article 81 and relating to this project was published in The Donegal 

Democrat on Thursday the 2th May 2019.   Three site notices were erected also on Thursday 

the 2th May 2019 at prominent locations along the proposed project.  
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The advertisement that appeared in the above newspaper and a copy of the site notice, are 

included in Appendix A. 

 

4.3 Statutory body consultation    

In accordance with Article 82 of the Local Government Planning and Development 

Regulations 2001 (as amended), details of the proposals were sent to the following 

statutory bodies. 

 Inland fisheries Ireland 

 Executive Planner Donegal County Council 

 Údarás na Gaeltachta 

 National Parks and Wildlife Service 

 Department of Rural and Community Development 

 Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht  

 Irish Water – Glenties MD 

 An Taisce - The National Trust for Ireland 

 Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 

 Roads Department, Donegal County Council, Glenties MD 

 ESB 

 Eir 

 Office of Public Works 

 Transport Infrastructure Ireland 
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5. List of Drawings 

 

Copies of the drawings can be found in appendix B. 

Dwg. number Title Scale 

P1607-000 Burtonport Harbour Redevelopment Cover 

page 

NA 

P1607-001 Burtonport Site Location Map NA 

P1607-002 Burtonport Existing Building Layout 1:500 

P1607-003 Burtonport Redevelopment General Layout 1:500 

P1607-004 Burtonport Redevelopment - Long Section 1:250 

P1607-005 Proposed Main Works 1 of 3 (North Car Park) 1:200 

P1607-006 Proposed Main Works 2 of 3 1:200 

P1607-007 Proposed Main Works 3 of 3 1:200 

P1607-008 Proposed fully Completed Project 1:500 
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English and Irish Language newspaper notice - Donegal Democrat 2nd May 2019 
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English Language site notice - erected on site 2nd May 2019 
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Irish language site notice - erected 2nd of May 
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APPENDIX B 
 

Scheme Drawings 
(May be contained loose within the information pack) 


